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Key Takeaways 
 

1. The people-to-people relationship between the two countries have been 

smooth. There has been some disruptions at the government-to-

government level but since there is strong relationship at the people-to-

people level that the disruptions at the government-to-government level 

gets mended in short period of time. 

2. The way the map row was handled by the present government is not the 

right way. The handling of this issue has complicated the issue further 

and this will have serious repercussions for both the countries in future.  

3. The four areas of cooperation which can be the way forward for both 

countries can be are democracy, people, youth and timely delivery of 

projects. 

4. Nepal should invest in its tourism sector and built cultural tourism to 

attract Indian tourist. In 2019-20 there were close to 27 million Indians 

who went abroad but very few came to Nepal. 

5. Trafficking is a major issue along the border. According to Human 

Rights Watch report, in 2018-19 around 15,000 women and 5,000 girls 

were trafficked from Nepal. It increased during COVID-19.This is one 

area where both governments should cooperate and take steps to curb 

it. 

6. Managing the bilateral relations from the common man’s point of view 

has to be encouraged. Both countries must revisit the chains of 

prospects and the small issues which should be tackled before moving 

on to the larger issues care. 

7. India should adopt people centric approach and aim for people centric 

development. Investment in dairy and agriculture sector. It can share its 

knowledge on these fields.  

8. India needs electricity and it is planning to decarbonise its electricity 

production. This provide Nepal opportunity to work in the areas of solar 

energy and hydroelectric and sell it to India. This will help it  increase 

its cash flow and reduce its trade deficit to India by selling electricity 

which will lead to its GDP growth leading to better quality of life for its 

people. 

9. The way forward for India-Nepal relationship is the formula of 

‘GREEN’ i.e. Growth with Renewable Energy Entrepreneurship and 

Nature. 



 

www.asianconfluence.org 3 

10. Disaster management and pandemic management are the low hanging 

fruit for India. India has always been the first responder in any natural 

calamities. It has also provided continuous healthcare services during 

the COVID-19 and also promised vaccine for the people of Nepal.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.asianconfluence.org/


New Avenues of India-Nepal Relations: The Way Forward 
 

 

 4 

Index 
 
 
 

KEY TAKEAWAYS 2 

INDEX 4 

BACKGROUND 5 

AGENDA: 7 

CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

www.asianconfluence.org 5 

Background 

Summary:  

Asian Confluence and AIDIA plan to jointly host a webinar on exploring new 

areas which will drive the India-Nepal relationship in the coming years. The aim 

is to find new avenues of Indo-Nepal engagements and the way forward and to 

identify the bottlenecks or issues and the ways to resolve them. The focus will be 

on people-to-people relations, connectivity and prosperity at our shared borders.  

Background:  

People-to-people linkages and the shared culture are the bedrock of India-Nepal  

relations. This has been reiterated multiple times by Prime Minister Modi and  

his government’s policies has focused on strengthening its relations with Nepal  

by keeping culture, spirituality and people at the core of its policies. In his last  

six years, Prime Minister visited Nepal four times and during his visits, he went  

to numerous religious places. Prime Minister Modi in his last visit to Nepal  

said, “India’s relations with Nepal are familial and friendly, which stand on the  

strong foundations of mutual and deep relationships between its people, which  

are much above the relationship between the two governments.”  

The bilateral ties have grown under the current regime, although it has also seen  

some trough moments the overall relationship has strengthened. Both countries  

have been regularly interacting with each other.  

During his latest visit, Foreign Secretary of India highlighted the cultural  

heritage by addressing Nepalese media in Nepali. He also inaugurated the  

Tashop (Tare) Gompa monastery which has been renovated through Indian  
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assistance. He also promised that India will make sure that the COVID-19  

vaccines reach to the people when available in the market.  

All these engagements between New Delhi and Kathmandu and the  

Indian assistance projects indicate that strengthening of people ties, cultural and  

civilisational ties will form the core of India-Nepal relationship in the coming  

years. With health gaining importance in the post-COVID era, health diplomacy  

will also become a core area of engagement between the two countries. Beyond  

and building on these government led initiatives, the role of organic bottom up  

people to people driven familial contacts and initiatives which is the bedrock of  

the relationship will be more and more paramount. Sectors such as agriculture,  

tourism, MSMEs, would build on mother mega initiatives of connectivity that is  

underway. A recognition of our common historical and ethnic roots will go a  

long way in cementing these initiatives to firm projects that generate prosperity  

in the last mile.  

The aim of the webinar is to have discussion and explore:  

1. The new areas which will drive the India-Nepal relationship in the  

coming years.  

2. To find new avenues of Indo-Nepal engagements and the way forward.  

3. What are the major bottlenecks or issues and the ways to resolve them?  
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AGENDA:  

5:00-5:10 p.m. –  

• Welcome:  

o Sajina Rai, Deputy Program Coordinator/Research Assistant (Foreign 

Affairs), AIDIA  

• Introduction: 

o Alakh Ranjan, Research and Program Associate, Asian Confluence  

5:10-6:10 p.m. -Panel Discussion  

• Opening Address: 

o T.B Subba, Ex-Vice Chancellor, Sikkim University, Member-Governing 

Council, Asian Confluence  

• Moderator 

 Dr Hari Bansh Jha, Executive Director, CETS  

• Panelists 

o Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Former Indian Ambassador to Nepal 

o Professor Sangeeta Thapliyal, Centre for Inner Asian Studies, School of 

International Studies, JNU  

o Brig Gen Dr. Umesh Kumar Bhattarai, Nepali Army 

o Mr. Jay Nishaant, Executive President at Nepal Democracy Foundation 

(NDF)  

• Closing Remarks: 

o Shyam K.C, Research and Development Director, AIDIA  
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Conference Proceedings 
 

T.B Subba, Ex-Vice Chancellor, Sikkim University, Member-Governing  

Council, Asian Confluence  

• Past has a huge role to play in our present as well as our future. There have 

been neutral views from the Third world countries on conflicts between the 

two countries. 

• They should also be ready for the consequences if the policies turn out bad 

for Nepal. 

• The people of Nepal know a lot more about the people of India then vice 

versa For better future relations India should try to focus on the following 

two issues. 

• First, resolve the issues plaguing the Indo Nepal relations like border 

issues. The border issues are not only limited to Kalapani, Lipulekh and 

Limpiyadhura. There are outstanding border issues in the Terai region too. 

• The two countries should also revisit  the 70-years-old Indo- Nepal Treaty. 

The treaty needs a relook and both countries should sit together on this 

issue. 

• Trade is another area where both countries needs to work together as  

several trade agreements have been flouted in both the countries. 

• To strengthen the relations, both countries should talk about the difficult 

issues. The two countries have a shared past but today’s reality is very 

different from the past and if the two countries wants to have a shared 

future then the outstanding issues needs to resolved ne should not avoid 

these hard facts and focus on the future. The core issues needs to be 

addressed and resolved.   

 

Dr Hari Bansh Jha, Executive Director, CETS  

 

• India and Nepal relationship are unique and exemplary in the world. 

There are no other countries in the world as close as India-Nepal. The 

two countries share an open border system. 



 

www.asianconfluence.org 9 

• India-Nepal relations are multifaceted. It is in the field of political, 

economic, social , religion & cultural etc. There is no field in which the 

two countries are not engaged with the other. 

• The people-to-people relationship between the two countries have been 

smooth. There has been some disruptions at the government-to-

government level but since there is strong relationship at the people-to-

people level that the disruptions at the government-to-government level 

gets mended in short period of time. 

• The future of India-Nepal relationship lies in strong cooperation in the 

fields of economics, hydropower, climate change, trade and other 

fronts. 

 

Mr. Jay Nishaant, Executive President at Nepal Democracy Foundation 

(NDF)  

• For an estimate there are close to 6,000 rivers flowing from Nepal to India. 

Cross-border rivers leads to discord between  countries but it is fortunate 

that even though there are so many rivers there aren’t as many issues to 

resolve on this front between India and Nepal.  

• India and Nepal share similarities in  language and culture. But as it is said 

that more than delving into the past one needs to look forward into the 

future. 

• There are 5 aspects to the issues concerning the relationship between India- 

Nepal. 

• These are 

1. Nature: Rivers are important part of it and nature has been 

kind to both the countries.  

2. Historical: Both countries have similar language, history, 

cultural, cuisine. It is also termed as ‘roti-beti ka rishta’. 

3. Political: India has been part of all political changes in Nepal 

whether it was in 1950, 1990s, 2007 or 2015. India has played 

a constructive role in Nepal’s struggle for democracy.  

4. Economics: Trade deficit is there between India and Nepal. 

India has invested and assisted Nepal on various projects.  

5. Manufactured Challenges: This is the major area of concern 

which needs to looked into. India is the biggest democracy in 
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the world. Nepali politics is dominated by communism since 

1990s. The communist cadre of Nepal has been raised by 

China who sees India as an expansionist power and the USA 

as imperialist power. This thinking among the communist has 

led to manufactured problems and issues between India and 

Nepal.  

• The two blunders which has impacted the current India-Nepal relations are: 

1. Expert Committee Group (EPG): The EPG members of the 

Nepalese side have no idea or experience on border issues. 

The report prepared is so flawed by the EPG group will not 

be accepted by even half of people of Nepal. 

2. Map Row: The way the map row was handled by the present 

government is not the right way. The handling of this issue 

has complicated the issue further and this will have serious 

repercussions for both the countries in future.  

• The four areas of cooperation which can be the way forward for both 

countries can be are democracy, people, youth and timely delivery of 

projects. 

• Nepal should invest in its tourism sector and built cultural tourism to attract 

Indian tourist. In 2019-20 there were close to 27 million Indians who went 

abroad but very few came to Nepal. 

• India also made close to 12,000 million dollars in outbound investments 

but Nepal share in it was minimal. Nepal should works towards attracting 

Indian investments. Although, India has invested lot of projects in Nepal 

but there has been an issue of delivery-deficit on the part of India which 

should be improved. 

• Both countries should invest in youth as this will not only help in economic 

growth but also further improve the people-to-people relations. 

• Being the largest and successful democracy, India should work with Nepal 

to promote and strengthen democracy in Nepal. 

 

 

Professor Sangeeta Thapliyal, Centre for Inner Asian Studies, School of 

International Studies, JNU  
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• People-to-people relationship has been the flag bearer of socio-cultural 

relationship. But the political leadership needs to build connectivity 

between them.  

• The issues of people getting killed in the border areas needs to be tackled 

by sensitising the security personnel about the complexities of the border.  

• Trafficking is a major issue along the border. According to Human Rights 

Watch report, in 2018-19 around 15,000 women and 5,000 girls were 

trafficked from Nepal. It increased during COVID-19.This is one area 

where both governments should cooperate and take steps to curb it. 

• On the economic front, During COVID-19 the remittance in Nepal 

increased by 23% because the trade had moved from informal to the formal 

sector. 

• One talks about investing in large projects like hydroelectric projects, 

thermal-power projects which take a while in installing .India should adopt 

people centric approach and aim for people centric development. 

Investment in dairy and agriculture sector. It can share its knowledge on 

these fields.  

• India can also help students from Nepal to avail the educational facilities 

of India by reserving  seats in the universities in different streams.  

Healthcare has gained  prominent at present and India can works towards 

building  medical infrastructure in remote areas.  

• The concentration from India should be on community development. 

Nepal can areas such as tourism and improve its infrastructure such as 

roads and hospitality facilities and works towards developing cultural 

tourism in Nepal.  

• India has been accused of political interference of Nepal. India and Nepal 

are so close that it is very difficult to determine that when a harmless 

friendly advice from India is taken as interference.  

• It is our responsibility to change our perceptions towards various 

shareholders and stakeholders in Nepal and provide support to them. 

 

 

 

Brig Gen Dr. Umesh Kumar Bhattarai, Nepali Army 
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• The way the Eminent Persons Group (EPG) issue was conducted has 

somehow not been correct. The dialogue on the Kalapani issue needs to be 

opened up between both the countries. 

• Managing the bilateral relations from the common man’s point of view has 

to be encouraged. Both countries must revisit the chains of prospects and 

the small issues which should be tackled before moving on to the larger 

issues care. 

• Nepal being the chair of SAARC needs to play a constructive role towards 

reviving the organisation and  India should support it with all its power. 

Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri, Former Indian Ambassador to Nepal 

• Country to country relations has to be elevated to a higher level. Both 

countries should work towards developing better  quality of life on both 

sides of the border. 

• India is the fifth-largest economy in the world and Nepal has the biggest 

advantage of being its neighbour. It can take advantage from India’s 

growing economy to increase its gross domestic product (GDP).  

• Nepal is challenged by its geography. It can take advantage of its neighbour 

India in the areas of trade, tourism, connectivity, agriculture, 

hydroelectricity and solar energy. 

• The areas in which the two countries can focus on are: 

1. Nepal should work towards building trade and connectivity 

with Kolkata and Vishakhapatnam port as these ports are most 

important linkages to eastern India.  

2. Connectivity is an important area. As Indian economy will 

develop better connectivity will be a win-win for both the 

countries for seamless transportation of goods. Rail 

connectivity up to Nepal border and good road connectivity 

will add to the progress of Nepal and help in exponential 

growth of its economy. 

3. Climate change could well become the defining issue in the 

current generation. The cost of production of solar power has 

come down due to India’s need for electric power. 

Hydropower is another vital area for Nepal.  as it can help in 

increasing Nepal’s GDP. Hydropower is another area.  
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4. India needs electricity and it is planning to decarbonise its 

electricity production. This provide Nepal opportunity to 

work in the areas of solar energy and hydroelectric and sell it 

to India. This will help it  increase its cash flow and reduce its 

trade deficit to India by selling electricity which will lead to 

its GDP growth leading to better quality of life for its people. 

5. The way forward for India-Nepal relationship is the formula 

of ‘GREEN’ i.e. Growth with Renewable Energy 

Entrepreneurship and Nature. 

6. Disaster management and pandemic management are the low 

hanging fruit for India. India has always been the first 

responder in any natural calamities. It has also provided 

continuous healthcare services during the COVID-19 and also 

promised vaccine for the people of Nepal.  

• India and Nepal are close neighbour and has been on the same side of the 

table on all global negotiations whether it is G-77 grouping, Non-

Alignment Movement or United Nations.  
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